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George’s Romero’s THE AMUSEMENT PARK, Restored by IndieCollect
After 46 Years, Premieres in Pittsburgh on October 12, 2019!

THE AMUSEMENT PARK
Saturday, October 12, 2019, 8pm

Regent Square Theater
1035 S Braddock Avenue

Pittsburgh, PA 15218
TICKETS AVAILABLE HERE

The George A. Romero Foundation will premiere the new IndieCollect
restoration of THE AMUSEMENT PARK as part of “Romero Lives,” a week-long
retrospective and celebration of the artist who considered Pittsburgh his
spiritual and artistic home. The evening will also feature a Q&A with George's
widow, Suzanne Desrocher-Romero, who led the effort to find and restore this
long-unseen film and who heads the Foundation. To read more about the aims
and activities of The George A. Romero Foundation, click here.

Back From The Dead
The original negative and soundtracks for THE AMUSEMENT PARK have yet
to be found, so IndieCollect was forced to work from two badly-faded prints.
The prints were scanned on our 5K Kinetta Archival Scanner by Anne-Marie
Desjardins.

Chief colorist Anastasia Cipolla combined the best shots from both scans, with
final touches by colorist Oskar Miarka.

The seldom-seen 60-minute film was commissioned by the Lutheran Society to
raise awareness about ageism and elder abuse. It tells the story of an optimistic
old man who visits an amusement park only to stumble into a real-life
nightmare. Horror writer Dan Kraus described THE AMUSEMENT PARK as
Romero's "most overtly horrifying film.”

Speaking of the film, Suzanne said, “Although not a horror film in the traditional
sense, it’s disturbing in its depiction of societal indifference to aging. Even
though it’s early in his career, it’s a fascinating look at the footprint of Romero’s
cinematic style.”

George Romero Cameo
An unexpected delight is George Romero’s appearance in a comedy sequence
in which he accuses an older woman of ramming into his bumper car when he
is the one at fault.

Suzanne Romero also located original production negatives from the movie that
we printed and that depict George on set, aged 33. It’s great fun to share these
never-before-seen images with you.

Here's a lovely (if blurry) photo of Suzanne when she visited IndieCollect to
oversee the final stages of the restoration. She is pictured with colorist Oskar
Miarka and our new editor, Eva Yuma.

Is THE AMUSEMENT PARK Negative Buried Here?
We believe the original negative for THE AMUSEMENT PARK is buried here,
amidst the wreckage of the WRS film lab in Pittsburgh. The contents of the lab
were saved by collector Jeff Aikman, but the elements cannot be accessed until
they are moved to a safe dry space where they can be properly shelved and
inventoried. IndieCollect and Susanne Romero, with the support of the Wyncote
Foundation, are working to unravel this problem. 

Come join us in Pittsburgh if you want to be among the first to see this little-
known Romero film!

Sandra Schulberg and the IndieCollect Team
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