
View this email in your browser

Sandra’s Homage to BEN BARENHOLTZ [1935-2019]
Who Supported the IFP During our Early Days

I was devastated to learn of Ben’s death as reported in the New York Times on
July 5, and am indebted to Richard Sandomir for his wonderful portrait of an
iconoclast who trusted his instincts, broke the rules, and was a fearless
advocate for offbeat films from around the world and for independent films
made here at home. 
 
Ben had the best swagger of anyone I knew. Tall and lean in his leather jackets
and always irreverent, Ben was “einfach cool.” I was just one of his many
admirers. He was a hero in our indie community, showing us that taking
chances was worth it — whether in exhibition, distribution or production — no
matter the financial and artistic risks.

Ben played a crucial role in helping me program the IFP's first Independent
Feature Film Market (IFFM). As the IFP’s founding director, I had opened our
first office in January 1979. Later that year we entered into an agreement with
the Film Society of Lincoln Center to create what became the "American
Independents” sidebar of the 17th New York Film Festival. But we knew that in
order to attract buyers and festival programmers from abroad and other parts of
the U.S. we’d have to offer many more films than those selected  for the
exclusive sidebar. 
 
Filmmakers from around the country had sent us their new features, but where
to screen and evaluate them? That’s when I turned to Ben, who offered his
screening room at Libra Films above the Elgin Theater. For months we had a
standing date to screen the films. We picked 20 and the Market was born. 

Here’s the original line-up in the order they were shown, September 22 through
27, 1979, at the Magno Screening Room. 
 
Films Shown at the 1st IFFM

Vietnam: An American Journey by Robert Richter
Off the Wall by Rick King
Phantom of the Open Hearth by David Loxton & Fred Barzyk
Bush Mama by David Schickele
Over-Under Sideway-Down by Gene Corr & Peter Gessner
In MacArthur Park by Bruce Schwartz
The Whole Shootin’ Match by Eagle Pennell
Billy in the Lowlands by Jan Egleson
Skeleton Key by Fred Keller
Street Corner Stories by Warrington Hudlin
Property by Penny Allen
Joe and Maxi by Maxi Cohen & Joel Gold
Not a Pretty Picture by Martha Coolidge
Raices de Sangre by Jesús Treviño
The Boss’ Son by Bobby Roth
Passing Through by Larry Clark
Stoney Island by Andy Davis
Johnny Vik by Charles Nauman
Deal by E.J. Vaughn & John Schott
Reaching Out by Pat Russell

Goodbye, Ben, and much love….You leave a huge hole in our universe.
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