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D.A. PENNEBAKER
[1925 - 2019] 

We knew in our hearts that documentary great D.A. Pennebaker would not
live forever, but it sure seemed that way.  So it was a terrible shock when he
died at age 94 on August 1.

Penny was just a tiny bit more sedentary in the last couple of years and that
led to memorable sit-downs at Tavern on the Green and the IFC Center. It was
always fun and illuminating to talk with Penny as he reflected on the issues of
our day with fervor but no rancor. 

I can’t think of a filmmaking couple who are as loved as Penny and his partner
Chris Hegedus. Their generosity, warmth, openness to new people and new
films were endearing. The two of them also figured prominently in the history of
the IFP, and not only as filmmakers. They opened their sprawling film editing
quarters to us — at 21 West 86th Street — and the IFP camped there for four
years, from 1986 through 1989.

I was particularly moved by the last movie Penny and Chris
made together, UNLOCKING THE CAGE, about Steven Wise’s campaign
to gain human rights for chimpanzees and other non-human animals. It’s about
what makes us human and what we have in common with our fellow creatures
and sentient beings. Penny and Chris pushed into new territory with this film,
opening the door to a future world in which we accord equal rights to all the
inhabitants of our planet. What a legacy!

Penny touched and influenced multitudes. Many wonderful eulogies and
obituaries followed, one of which you’ll find below. I’m grateful for them all.

I’m most grateful, however, to Chris Hegedus and Frazer Pennebaker, who
know a lot about preservation and restoration and who are making sure that
Penny’s films live on. 

Meanwhile, we vow to carry on the Pennebaker/Hegedus spirit at IndieCollect.
Thank you for inspiring us always….

Sandra Schulberg and the IndieCollect Team 
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